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EDITORIAL. 


We believe that at last we stand at the beginning of a new era. 
On 28th November, in his capacity as Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Board of Education, Mr. Herbert Lewis introduced into 
the House of Commons a ‘Bill to Amend the Public Libraries’ 
Acts, 1892 to 1901, and to 1epeal so much of the Museums and 
Gymuasiums Act 1891, as authorises the provision of museums in 
England and Wales.” This, then, is the Gevernment Bill that we 
have looked for for many years; some of us for nearly half-a- 
century. It means so much for libraries that it is difficult to 
realise that such a Bill is in being and has the weight of the 
Government behind it, and that it will quite probably pass quickly 

-a private Bill would have had no chance whatever. 

At the time we write the Bi.l has not been published, and we 
are dependent upon the daily Press for our knowledge, such as it 
is, of its provisions. But what we learn in this manner is highly 
satisfactory, and, if the Bill has been reported aright, the result 
should he satisfactory to all parties. First, and foremost, it seeks 
to remove the limit on the library rate, and not to impose a higher 
limit. For many years the principle thus recognised has been 
regarded as a mere counsel of perie-tion. A 2d. or 3d. limit was 
hoped for by some; no limnit at al! is a quite recent conception. 
And yet that position is the essence of modern local government ; 
on all other matters local authorities have been allowed self- 
determination in regard to the amounts that they spend on 
drainage, roads, public health, tramways, and in deed everything 
ercept mental deficiency, and libraries and museums. The juxta- 
position of these things is interesting, and suggests that in the 
governmental mind there is some relation between them. Now, 
however, the library commitiez may be placed on the same footing as 
other corporation and council committees and may submit 
estimates in accordance with its needs and not in accordance with 
the funds available, as heretofore. In the second place, the Bill 
gives an express power to county councils to become library 
authorities. Of late Carnegie Rural Libraries have been spreading 
sporadically, county counc.|s al] over the country through their 
education committees having accepted grants from the Trust for 
these libraries; but it is extremely doubtful whether or not any 
power to accept the responsibility of libraries by county councils 
exists. Now they will receive such powers. 

* + * 


In view of the recent attitude of the Library Association towards 
the question, the most interesting part of the Bill, other than that 
removing the rate-limit deals with control. The control in future 
becomes permissive at the will of the authority, we gather libraries 
may be delegated to Education Committees, if this course is desired 
by the local authorities; but, om the other hand, the Bill does 
not interfere with any existing library area, and any library at 
present in existence may be carried on as now. It remains, then, 
for library Committees to prove to their local authorities that their 
separate existence is to be desired in the interests of the com- 
munity. Such a position will probably be accepted very generally 
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by local authorities although the only two known to us at present 
who have endorsed it emphatically are Croydon and Norwich Town 
Councils—but it is by no means a foregone conclusion; and 
librarians must do what they can to make good their independent 


existence before their fate is settled over their heads. 


Thus, if the Bill goes through speedily——as there is every reason 
to believe it may—libraries are not only face to face with freedom ; 
they are faced with problems greater even than those of the penny 
rate. It is difficult to believe that this question may in a few weeks 
or months disappear from our discussions and even from our 
thoughts, except as a memory. Some may imagine that this brings 
all our struggles to fruition. On the contrary, this is seed-time, 
not harvest. Much must be done to get more money from local 
authorities even in the new circumstances. The average town 
council will be no more willing to pay a proportionately higher 
sum for libraries than heretofore ; and in that fact lies the necessity 
for co-operation and cohesion between librarians. Moreover, the 
ostensible, and we think absolute, purpose of the Bill is to develop 
libraries, which cannot be done unless the /‘brary idea is accepted 
far more widely and warmly than is generally the case to-day. 

* 

These reflections are forced upon us by the fact that at a special 
general meeting ef the Library Association last month the sub- 
scription for Fellows, Associates and Institutions was increased 
from one to two guineas, and that of Members from one to one 
guinea and a half. The reasons which impelled library authorities 
to ask for increased means were the reasons which made the 
Library Association Council ask for this increase—money has 50 
per cent. of its old value. There was a determined minority 
against the change; and there are threats of resignations. We 
deplore both; much as an increase in subscriptions is to be 
regretted, it is a commonsense investment on the part of librarians, 
and the new Bill indicates that the means to pay may shortly be 
forthcoming. Those librarians who say they get nothing from the 
Association are singularly myopic; if the library rate limit is 
removed the result will have been due in no small measure to that 
body; and who will not benefit from that, even amongst non- 
municipal librarians! For, if the status of the municipal librarian 
is raised and his emoluments are increased, this must necessarily 
have a reflex action for good on all librarianship. 

* 

What we are more especially concerned with is the need for 
cohesion, meetings, propaganda work, and all those activities we 
expect from an Association. If the old problem of the rate goes, 
new and greater problems will come. The Library Association is 
a necessity; and if it has failed in many things in the past—no 
critics have been more candid in regard to its failures than ourselves 
—that was in a measure due to want of means. We give more 
now ; we shall expect more, and if we do not get it, the fault will 
lie with ourselves. 
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ADVERTISING THE LIBRARY. 
By Ernest P. CLarke. 


The question as to the best method of advertising the usefulness 
of the Public Library service—locally more than nationally—has 
often been debated. 

The Chairman of a Library Committee, whilst interviewing 
candidates for an appointment, asked the question ‘‘ What steps 
would you take to advertise your library?’ The answer ‘‘ Take a 
page of the ‘ Daily Echo’ ” was not expected, and needless to say 
the candidate is still seeking an appointment. 


To those acquainted with the difficulties of finance with which our 
Libraries have to contend, owing to the limitation of the Library 
rate, the question of using the (paid) press as a medium for 
publicity will be appreciated. 

We must look then for other methods of making our work 
known. 

Broadly speaking the functions of a Public Library are much 
like those of a shop. We supply other peoples’ wants, but whereas 
the shopkeeper expects and gets profits for his wares that one word 
“* free ” above our doors keeps us immune from profiteering. 

The finest way to advertise is to give satisfaction. People will 
talk and personal recommendation is worth much more than self 
advertisement. Therefore the first and fundamental policy of 
Library advertising is efficiency of service. This, combined with a 
Librarian possessed with personality, if cultivated, should have a 
marked effect upon the patronage of the service. I am_ not 
advocating record issues. The publication of these statistics in our 
annual reports admit nothing. There is a vast difference between 
issues and service; that is satisfactory service. Probably this 
theory will go unchallenged, but experience proves that this form 
of advertisement is not enough. We must wander further afield. 

The local press as a rule are very sympathetic to the requirements 
of the Librarian and will publish weekly lists of books, ete. These 
interest only a few of the public, because the regular patrons of 
the Library use bulletins and occasional lists, and are conversant 
with the usefulness of the Library. People we wish to draw into 
our fold are those who do not know what the function of a public 
library is. It is a surprising fact, but nevertheless true, that even 
in our large cities there are people who have never heard of the 
City Reference Library. 

How are we to get at these? 

One good suggestion for Fiction Libraries was ‘‘seeing that the 
plots of many of our best novels are being screened at the cinema,” 
the theatre proprietor might be approached and asked to display 
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on the screen a notice to the effect that ‘‘ this book, together with 
others by the same author, might be obtained at the —— Library.” 
This suggestion would equaily apply to films of general interest. A 
picture is now being screened in serial form, ‘‘ Adventures among 
the Cannibals,” and is drawing huge crowds weekly to our theatres. 
If this suggestion was carried out I feel sure that once the interest 
of the public is aroused there would be many who would peruse 
the study further with the aid of the library authorities. 
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The above suggestions are workable, but are very limited in 
their application. 


One of the first principles of advertising is to attract the 
attention of the public and then to hold it. This must be our main 
object, and with this in view I offer other suggestions. 


The majority of the members of our Library Committees are 
elected representatives of the public for municipal] service and are 
placed on various committees of the council. 


The chairman might be a member of the Parks and Tramways 
Committee. If a spirit of co-operation was fostered between their 
members who are, or should be, working for the general interest 
of the public, help might be derived by these bodies advertising 
the Library. For instance a neatly printed card would not in 
any way be out of place hung in the tramecars. Then again the 
Parks Committee would surely raise no objection to a notice being 
displayed on the boards at the entrance to the parks, or again 
on the backs of the programmes issued to the public who go to hear 
the musical performances in our parks. 


The initial cost of printing would not be a great drain upon the 
Library funds and we get the benefit of wide publicity. 
Yet another suggestion. In most of our towns and even in our 
villages debating societies are held. Arrangements might be made 
with their secretaries to announce at the close that such and such 
a Library can help them. 


To some of the more conservative members of our profession these 
suggestions might appear to be “ infra dig.,”’ but we have too long 
been content to pander to professional etiquette and in these days 
of reconstruction must take our part in the forward sway of 
progress. 

Libraries will play a useful part, and unless we are determined 
to ‘‘ boost the show” then we shall, like the proverbial candle, 
“burn our light under a bushel.” 

There are probably many other methods of dealing with the 
question, and in view of the fact that we are all agreed that full 
use is not being made of our institutions perhaps other members of 
the profession will air their views. 


We must advertise! How? That is the question! 


Paige 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


Dear KALLIKRATES, 


When your hoary head popped into the middle of what you 
call our complacent conversations, Eratosthenes, who has been 
suffering from what Iago calls ‘‘ a raging tooth,’ wrote irascibly 
to me in this fashion :—‘‘ Deal with an ass after his nature. For 
the nonce I withdraw my own views. Give Kallikrates yous.” 
Hie was not polite, you will observe; but-——were you’? However, 
it does not become me to lecture you, who represent the Library- 
Association-Council-view-of-things—-a fearsome form of mental 
twist--on good manners, seeing you are mine august elder. I deal 
rather with your arguments. 

THe Lisrary ScHoo. 

Things most virulently attacked live most heartily ; for in their 
heartiness lies the inciting cause of the attackers’ rage. And the 
Library School at University College flourishes, I am told, 
exceedingly; insomuch that words such as ‘‘.it is desirable to limit 
the number of students " have reached my ears. So, go on bluster- 
ing, if you desire the School to succeed ; it seems to flourish upon 
vituperation. Your concern is mainly with the effect of a second 
diploma on library assistants. What will be the effect, do you 
think, other than to impel them to get what qualifications they 
may and that right quickly? In fact, my own view is that the 
existence of a new diploma at University College will give a 
tremendous impetus to our own. It is paradoxical; but it is, I 
am convinced, true, and you may challenge this prophecy in ten 
years, if you still live to torment your friends, as 1, in all charity, 
hope you may. 

Tue Crux or tHE Position. 

You place your somewhat heavy fingers on the main point of 
difficulty when you admit that when any new system of training 
arises those who cannot avail themselves of it will be at a dis- 
advantage as compared with those who can. I understand that the 
type of school favoured by librarians is one in a public library. 
Very well; but if such a school were established at (say) Liverpool, 
all the Manchester assistants would find a grievance in the fact; 
if at Bradford, all the Leeds people would be equally in trouble. 
The mere fact is that the assistant and librarian of the future is 
the T.C.L., the “‘ trained certificated librarian,” the person who 
has done his college course; this is rough, as you say, on these of 
us who have not had the opportunity of taking this course; but 
age, and not the library school, has been and is our enemy. 


NEVERTHELESS. — 


However, I am not so fearful as you and your like seem to be. 
It will take years for the School in London to affect the position 
of librarians as a whole. Meanwhile we are hardly likely to be 
dismissed to make room for these students. 
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You ask me if there is to be a second—a University—diploma. 
The answer, I am fairly confident—but I can’t say certainly—is 
in the affirmative. Why not! Would it be fair to the School 
students who are to pursue a two years’ course, to refuse one? In 
those two years they have to attend 100 lectures in literature, 40 
in cataloguing, 40 in classification, and a similar number in 
organisation, routine, and bibliography or paleography, have to 
present two languages besides their own of Inter-Arts standard ; 
and, in fact, they have to present the whole L.A. course worked 
out with exemplary thorcughness. They deserve their diploma ; 
and those who don’t hke their deserving must lump it. Other 
professions have more than one dip!oma, and very little practical, 
public ill results. Why should we become hysterical? 
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Now ts THE WINTER OF ouR DisconTENT MADE GLoRIOUs SUMMER.” 


Or, nearly so, my caustic friend. Librarians reverence the name 
of William Ewart, who introduced public libraries to Parliament. 
They will couple with his name in the future that of Herbert 
Lewis, who on a late day in November of this year of grace intro- 
duced to that assembly a Bill setting out to give us everything we 
have worked (and talked) for all our lives. Moreover, I see that 
yesterday (Ist December) it was read a second time, and no 
dissentient voice was raised. Why, then, have we agonized so 
much over the matter in the past! Because, of old, we could not 
get the Government to see eye to eye with us; now that happy 
result has been achieved. How soon will the Bill complete all 
its stages?’ Well: as it took only two Parliamentary days to get 
thus far with it, we may expect the Bill to become an Act very 
soon. And—then? 

THe MILLENIUM. 


Our library Millenium will not dawn all at once. Our rulers 
have to be convinced, in these days of crushing rates (so they say— 
see The Daily Mail), that any more ought to be spent upon such 
luxuries as libraries. A complacent fool described libraries as 
luxuries only this week in my hearing. He did not like my 
explanation of his mental limitations! But that is by the way. 
Although authorities will, and must as a matter of mere common- 
sense, relieve the absolute necessity of libraries, the development 
we desire will require time and courage. Both are on our side— 
time and courage—and we shall progress ultimately ; but we must 
hang together now as never before, and push on. Some of our 
critics have urged that when the people pay more for libraries 
they will expect more from them. Who doubts it; and has the 
public ¢ ever demanded more than we, given means, have been ready 
to give 

RESURGAM. 

The Library Association is holding its first Monthly Meeting 
for several years this month; and has borrowed its first fire from 
the Library Assistants’ Association—wisely, as I think. It seems 
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a little difficult to recreate the old complacent meetings of a score 
(or so) librarians in London which occurred every month once upon 
a time. They seem like something remembered from childhood, 
something that has no relation to present actuality. Shall we ever 
have such days as those when Savage and Baker sparred over 
annotation as though their lives depended upon the matter; when 
Jast explained to us that he offended unwittingly the whole of 
American library femininity by his remark when in America that 
the outstanding impressions he had received of that nation were of 
its lady librarians and of its cocktails; when Brown gave us a 
lantern show on library buildings; and we held an interminable 
conference on the Net Books Question when the booksellers beat 
us at all points? How unreal and remote it all seems. Will it 
be the same again? I hardly think so; but the Association is 
giving off at least some signs of life by arranging these meetings. 
Please be present, O Kallikrates, that we may have a verbal battle 
royal as is our wont when we meet. There is nothing one loves 


so much as a good “ enemy.” 
CaLLIMACHUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.""] 


LIBRARY NEWS. 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and changes 
and other local items of general interest are particularly welcome.] 


On Friday, November 28th, a ‘‘ Bill to Amend the Public 
Libraries’ Acts, 1892 to 1901, and to repeal so much of the 
Museums and Gymnasiums Act, 1891, as authorises the provision 
of museums in England and Wales” was presented to the House of 
Commons by Mr. H. Lewis, Parliamentary Secretary to the Board 
of Education (University of Wales, C.L.). 

The librarian of the Asuton-1n-MakerrFIELD Library reports that 
the demand for children’s books so exceeds the supply, that it has 
been found necessary to refuse to issue any new tickets to children. 
The adoption of the open access system has caused an increase in 
the issues, especially in the non-fictional classes. 

The inauguration of the first public library for BeTHnaL GREEN, 
and the opening of a temporary building took place on the 23rd 
October last. At present only two departments are being provided 
—a juvenile lending library with an initial stock of 2,000 volumes, 
and an adult lending library, arranged on the open-access system, 
where 5,000 volumes are at present available. Admittedly it is 
only a temporary expedient pending the erection of a permanent 
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building to cost about £20,000. Some years ago the late Mr. 
Carnegie provided the sum of £15,000 towards the expenses, and 
now the Carnegie United Kindgom Trust has consented to make 
an additional grant of £5,000, provided a similar amount is 
raised by local effort. The Bethnal Green War Memorial will be 
incorporated with the permanent building. Mr. James Radcliffe 
is the Borough Librarian. 


At a meeting of the Brrmincuam Public Libraries’ Committee on 
October 27th, it was reported that an offer had been received from 
the anonymous donor of the War Poetry Collection to present a 
specially designed book plate for use in the Reference Library, 
together with a cheque for £250 towards the cost of publication. 
The book plate will be designed by the well-known Birmingham 
artist, Mr. W. J. Wainwright. 


The Camps’ Library is still receiving requests for more books and 
magazines for our troops in France and on the Rhine. 


The Special Period for the 1920 Literary History examination 
of the Library Association has been fixed for the years 1780-1830. 


The Liverpoot Libraries Committee are holding their 55th 
Annual Series of Lectures this winter, the lecturers including 
Mr. John Masefield (on ‘‘ Story Telling as an Art”), Mr. Spencer 
Leigh Hughes, M.P., ‘‘ Sub Rosa” (on ‘‘ Parliament from the 
Press Gallery’), Sir Ambrose Poynter (on ‘‘ War Memorials 
throughout the ages”) and other equally authoritative speakers. 
There is a special series for children. 


The following resolution of the Norwich Education Committee 
is noteworthy, expressing as it does the opinion of the Education 
Authority of one of the most active and “‘ go ahead” of the smaller 
municipalities :- 

‘* Resolved unanimously, after careful consideration of the Third 
Interim Report of the Adult Education Committee appointed by 
the Ministry of Reconstruction, that this Committee is entirely 
opposed to the proposal that the Public Library Committee shall 
be remitted to special committees of the education authority ; this 
committee believes that the public libraries should remain under 
the control of independent committees of the local authority, and 
is in agreement with the views and general policy of the Library 
Association as stated in their memorandum, dated September, 
1919, to the President of the Board of Education upon the Third 
Interim Report.” 

The people of Norwich have certainly little cause to complain 
of the work of the Libraries; such tangible recognition is never- 
theless gratifying. 

The November issue of Pusiic Lisraries includes an article on 
“* Periodicals Useful in the Children’s Room,” by Anna Jackson, 
the children’s librarian, Toronto Public Libraries. 
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PERSONAL NEWS. 


A pleasant little ceremony tock piace at the Town Hall, 
Croydon, on Wednesday, when a presentation was made by past 
and present members of the Croydon Public Libraries Committee 
and staff to Mr. John Warner, the Deputy Chief Librarian, who is 
leaving the town this week to take up his duties as Chief Librarian 
of Newport, Monmouthshire. Councillor Pelton, Chairman of the 
Committee, upon whom, as President, the duty of handing over 
the testimonial, which took the form of an illuminated address 
and a silver tea-set devolved, expressed his appreciation of the 
earnestness and thoroughness Mr. Warner had brought to bear 
upon his work during the nineteen years and more he had been in 
the service cf the Libraries, while regretting the loss of one he 
esteemed both as a worker and as a man. 

The Mayor, in a few apt remarks, enlarged upon this point. 
Mr. Warner's ability and experience removed to a wider field of 
influence, could not fail, he said, to be of benefit to the country 
as a whole. Such a presentatien as this, emanating from both the 
staff and the committee, was an ideal one. Many men might be 
highly regarded by their employers and yet disliked by their fellow 
workers. This was decidedly not the case in this instance; Mr. 
Warner would take with him the sincere good wishes of all. 

Mr. Warner, responding, expressed his appreciation of the 
sympathetic assistance he had always received from every member 
of the committee and from his chiefs, and emphasised the worth of 
the Croydon Libraries as a training ground. 

Mr. W. Whittaker, Deputy Chairman of the Committee, Mr. 
C. W. Link, ex-Chairman of the Education Committee, and Mr. 
H. Rutherford Purnell, formerly of the Libraries staff and now 
State Librarian of South Australia, also testified their agreement 
with the feelings of all present, and Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, 
the Chief Librarian, drawing attention to the marvellous deve‘op- 
ment of the Croydon Libraries, the use of which had multiplied 
nearly four times during the past twenty years and of which the 
issues now totalled nearly three quarters of a million books each 
year, pointed out the great share Mr. Warner had played in 
sustaining this development. 

Mr. Warner was also the recipient of a beautiful piece of china 
and two books, personal gifts from Mr. Pelton, Mr. Whitaker and 
Mr. Link. 


REPORTS. 


Blackburn (County Borough). Report of the Committee of the 
Free Library, Museum and Art Gallery, 1918-19. 
Librarian and Curator: R. Ashton. Population, 133,052. 
Income: £2,383-—from 1d. rate, £2,182. Expenditure: Books, 
binding and periodicals, £366; salaries, £892; fabric charges, 
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£1,416—excess expenditure, £423. Stock: Lending, 23,429; 
reference, 22,360. Issues: Lending, 182,938; reference 37,011 
(25,000 estimated references to books on open shelves). 


The report tells the unfortunately usual tale of financial distress, 
though the strain has been somewhat modified by the decision of 
the Council to re-levy the Museum Rate (}d.), which was dis- 
continued on the outbreak of the war. The slight decrease in the 
lending library issues has been nearly counterbalanced by the 
increased use of the reference department; this development in 
reference work is a very general post-war feature. Even with the 
increase at Blackburn, on an average, each item of the stock is 
used only once in two years! Seventy per cent. of the committee 
are co-opted members—a very healthy sign. 


Bolton (County Borough). Sixty-sixth Annual Report of the 
Libraries Committee, 1918-19. 


Chief Librarian: Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L., F.L.A. 
Population (estimated 1919), 179,968. Income: £8,251; from 
rate (2d.), £6,813. Expenditure: Books, binding and periodicals, 
£2,367 ; salaries, wages and allowances, £2,534. Stock: Lending, 
106,305; reference, 30,250. Issues: Lending, 634,021; children’s 
reading rooms (estimated), 110,000; reference 63,984- (55,000 
estimated references to books on open shelves). 


Although benefiting by the 2d. rate, amp'e evidence is provided 
of the evil tendencies of the crippling financial restrictions. For 
example the total issues for the year were 643,005 as compared 
with 674,034 the previous year. The necessity for a new building 
to house the Central Libraries is urged, the congestion prevailing 
at present being most acute. The system of reserving books 
continues to be popular; during the past year 2,095 books were 
bespoken. The question of preparing a typewritten card catalogue 
of the Central Library having been deferred for various reasons, 
the tenth and last Classified Catalogue will be issued shortly. A 
third edition of the pamphlet, ‘‘ How the Public Library can Help 
the Business Man,” was brought up to date, finding favour with 
the ‘‘ Pelman Institute; and the Commercial Library, its worth 
advertised by the distribution of cardboard poster advertisements, 
continues to prove useful to the business men of the town. Two 
assistants have been given permission to attend the School of 
Librarianship at University College, for two years—an example 
worthy of imitation by other authorities. It is interesting to note 
that the local Y.W.C.A., the Lads’ Club, and the Fever “Hospital 
have been provided with a number of books withdrawn from 
circulation. Few libraries at present are in a position to withdraw 
any books until they are in such a condition as to be useless to 
anyone, least of all to the inmates of a Fever Hospital. 
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REVIEWS. 
LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS 
‘Croypon Pusiic Lipraries. The Reader's Index, v. 21, No. 6. 
November and December, 1919. 1d. 

This issue contains an article by Mr. Francis W. Moore on “A 

—— Relic of Addiscombe College,’’ a reading list (the 63rd to 
appear in the “index ’’) on “‘ George Eliot ’ ’ compiled by Mr. Lionel R. 
Colvin, Librarian-in-charge of the Central Reference Library, and the 

usual fully annotated list of additions and local library news. The talks 
to children to be given at the Thornton Heath Branch Library this 
winter all deal with various aspects of Croydon history—early Croydon, 
the Archbishops in Croydon, the Charcoal Burners of Croydon, military 

Croydon, the old Croydon railway and canal, great Croydon men, and so 

on. They will doubtless prove more valuable than a number of lectures on 
disconnected subjects. 

Liverpoot Lisrary (Lyceum). Bulletin, No. 2. September, 1919. 

Surely this is the first subscription library in Great Britain to issue a 
sper pe sal bulletin. It is an admirable little booklet, including a classified 
ist of additions, May to August, short articles on “ The Library value of 
good reviewing,’’ by Lord Russell, of Liverpool, and on “ A Poet for the 
Times (Sidney Royse Lysaght),”” by the Rev. A. Ernest Parry, and brief 
critiques, by Messrs. R. T. Bodey and W. J. Harris, of Saintsbury’s 

History of the French Novel ’’ and R. W. McKenna’s “ Through a Tent 
Door.’ A little suggestion—the only one that occurs to us. If the 
annotations (printed in a smaller type) were not indented so much an 
appreciable saving in space would result—allowing more entries to be 
annotated. We can readily believe that this new publication is proving 
extremely useful to it’s readers. 

Norwicu Pvustiic Liprary. Readers’ Guide, v. 7, No. 8. October, 
1919. 1d. 

Contains another * * George Eliot "’ list, not quite as complete as that 
given in the Croydon ‘* Readers’ Index,”’ and lists prepared in connection 
with the Norwich University Extension Lectures on “ Aspects of Modern 
English Industrial Life,’’ and ‘“‘ Modern European History. 


FICTION. 
Artuur F. The Theatre Cr. 8vo., pp. 320. 
Sampson Low, Marston and Co., Ltd. 1919. 6s. net. 

Arnold Ellison makes friends with a working girl, Ruth Helme, when 
they meet in the theatre queue. Arnold is something of an idealist and 
longs to espouse the girl's cause and lift her out of the drab conditions of 
her life, but she prefers to work out her own salvation. 

Sutcurre, The Blue Cloak. Cr. 8vo., pp. 304. Ward, 
Lock and Co., Ltd. 1919. 6s. net. 

A costume story in which love and fighting, rivals and idyllic romance 
run through the pages in this well-known author's effective vein. 

Savi, E. W. Banked Fires. Cr. 8vo., pp. 386. G. P. 
Putnam's Sons. 1919. 7s. net. 

A story of Indian life which is very well depicted. Dr. Dalton’s 
matrimonial tangles are responsible for much of the plot. In the end 
things are straightened out. 


2Q 


Nepean, Evita. Welsh Love. Cr. 8vo., pp. 288. Stanley Paul, 
Ltd. 1919. -6s. net. 
Mrs. Nepean has a romantic and vivid style and her stories of Welsh 
life show real promise. ‘This love story should add to her reputation and 
increase her circle of readers. 
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Kine, E. L. Silhouette of Effective British Warships. Small 4to., 
pp. 60. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., Ltd. 1919. 3/6 net. 
The silhouette sketches show the outlines of the effective ships at 
present in commission and are so designed that all the important details 
of the ships can be observed on close inspection, and for purposes of 
identification these careful designs should prove invaluable to the officers 
and men of the Royal Navy and Merchant Service. A very handy little 
work of a novel character, interleaved fer notes and with an index. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 


The Annual Meeting of the North Midland Library Association 
was held at Nottingham on Thursday, October 30th. Mr. John 
Cox (President) was in the chair and was supported by a large 
numbers of members from the various counties in the area covered 
by the work of the N.M.L.A. Mr. Councillor Foulds, Chairman 
of Nottingham Public Library, extended a welcome to the 
members. Mr. Kirk, Nottingham, congratulated Mr. J. Potter 
Briscoe upon the completion of 50 years service in the profession. 
Miss Pierce, Kettering, gave a general survey of the Southport 
Conference. The following subjects were dealt with:—-Mr. W. A. 
Briscoe, Nottingham, ‘“ Public Libraries and the Education Com- 
mittee’; Mr. Reginald Brown, Northampton, ‘‘ Public Libraries 
during and after the War”; Mr. W. P. Woolston, Nottingham, 
‘Rural Libraries”; Mr. A. Lineker, Nottingham, ‘ Library 
Editions of Standard Books.” In connection with the last paper, 
the following resolution was submitted and adopted : 

That the North Midland Library Association at their meet- 
ing held on October 30th, resolved that the attention of the 
Book Production Committee of the Library Association be 
drawn to the general poor quality of modern publications-—-more 
especially works of fiction--in regard to paper and binding 
materials. That whilst the prices have considerably increased, 
the quality of the book generally is of the War Standard. And 
that the Book Production Committee be urged to consider the 
whole question with a view to influencing the publishers and to 
get them to improve the quality of their publications. 


Discussion took place on the foregoing subjects, and the following 
contributed to the same, Mr. J. Cox, Mr. Councillor Foulds, Mr. 
J. Potter Briscoe and Mr. F. Topping. 

The Hon. Secretary read his annual report and the Hon. 
Treasurer presented his statement of Accounts for the past year. 
The following officers were elected for the ensuing year : — 
President: Mr. W. P. Woolston, Nottingham. 
Vice-President: Mr. Councillor Foulds, Nottingham. 

Hion. Secretary: Mr. Reginald W. Brown, Northampton. 
Hon. Treasurer: Miss Kate E. Pierce, Kettering. 

Hon. Auditor: Mr. F. Topping, Loughborough. 
Representative to L.A.: Mr. J. Potter Briscoe, Nottingham. 
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LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 


Yorkshire Branch. 

Report of Meeting held at Halifax, Wednesday, September 
24th, 1919, Mr. G. W. Strother, the president, presiding. 

Members assembled at the Central Library, Belle Vue, at 
3 o'clock, and the proceedings opened with a welcome by Alderman 
A. Taylor, J.P., Chairman of the Halifax Education and Public 
Libraries’ Committee. Alderman Taylor, in a felicitous speech, 
extended a very warm welcome to the Association, and expressed 
the hope that we should not only do good work, but also make the 
best use of our visit to Halifax. The President and Mr. Treliving 
thanked Ald. Taylor for the hearty welcome accorded the Branch. 

In the unavoidable absence of Dr. E. A. Baker, Director of the 
New School of Librarianship, Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, Chief 
Librarian of Croydon, and Mr. L. Stanley Jast, Deputy Chief 
Librarian of Manchester, attended. Mr. Sayers gave an address 
on the “* New School of Librarianship,” in the course of which he 
outlined the foundation, aims and scope of the new school, and the 
transfer of the control of Public Libraries from the Local Govern- 
ment Board to the Board of Education. A long discussion followed, 
Messrs. Pollitt, Treliving, Goulden, the Secretary, and Mr. Ostler, 
Secretary to the Halifax Education Committee, taking part. In 
the course of his remarks Mr. Goulden moved a resolution regard- 
ing the granting of Diplomas and Certificates both by the Library 
Association and the University College, London; but this was 
ultimately withdrawn for consideration in Committee. 

Mr. Jast also spoke, sympathising with the criticism, and 
advising the Branch to welcome the new school as a first step, 
at the same time asking for the establishment of a school in the 
north, preferably associated with some municipality. 

Mr. Sayers replied and the afternoon session was concluded. 

At 5 p.m. the members adjourned for tea. 

The evening session commenced at 7 p.m. Mr. Proctor (Leeds) 
reading a paper entitled ‘‘ The Library Profession under the New 
Regime.” Mr. Proctor dealt chiefly with the question of the 
future control of public libraries, and justified the Library 
Association in opposing a policy which must substitute an Educa- 
tion Committee for a Library Committee. A discussion followed, 
in which Miss Hummerston (Leeds), Miss Miller (Huddersfield), 
and Messrs. Jast, Sayers, Ostler, Pollitt and the Secretary took 
part. Mr. Proctor replied. 

The President reported the election of Mr. J. A. Butterfield 
(Bradford) to the vacant vice-presidency, and Messrs. Boardman 
(Huddersfield), and Robertshaw (York) to the vacancies on 
Committee. 

The Meeting concluded with votes of thanks to Mr. Green and 
the Halifax Library Committee for the use of the Library, and 
their hospitality, and to Mr. Sayers and Mr. Jast for their 


attendance. 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO WOMEN LIBRARY 
ASSISTANTS. 


Dear Fellow Workers,-—It is pleasing to note that women are 
coming to the front in so many directions, but I am afraid that we 
of the Library Profession are behind the times in this respect. 
What is the reason? Many would like to say it is because we 
“haven't it in us,” but I think taking into account the success of 
women in many fields of labour, we can dismiss this accusation 
as untrue. 

Let us face the facts frankly: It is an undoubted fact that there 
is still an unjust but deep-rooted prejudice against the employment 
of women in some quarters, but is this the whole trouble? Is 
there truth in the statement that, speaking generally, women do 
not show the interest and initiative in their work that men do? 
Let us prove that there is not! Let us dismiss from our minds 
once and for all the fallacy that it is only necessary for a woman 
to “‘ mark time ” in her occupation until her duties are transferred 
from library to home. I would suggest supplanting this disastrous 
policy by that of doing one thing at a time and doing it well, 
whatever future prospects may be, for surely the qualities 
developed by whotehearted work in a library are equally valuable 
in every sphere of life. 

The new Library School presents an opportunity for obtaining 
that technical training without which no library assistant can hope 
to succeed in the future, and I trust that those of us who are able, 
will not be slow in seizing this opportunity. There is very keen 
competition ahead of us, and it is useless to think that we shall 
win our way in the profession unless we resist the tendency to get 
into the groove of a mechanical daily round, and, instead, use 
initiative, both by working for further developments in the 
libraries in which we are employed, and by devoting at least some 
spare time daily in studying for qualifications which will now 
be more than ever in demand. 

Unless we show enterprise and well-directed enthusiasm in our 
work, we shall be left behind, and shall find ourselves saddled 
with the inferior posts of the Profession. We have had too few 
opportunities for progress in the past, and now that the barriers 
which have hitherto hindered us, as women, are gradually being 
broken down, let us take a pride in showing that, given the 
chance, we can do all that is expected of us—and more. 

Some years ago, a Committee of Women Librarians and 
Assistants was appointed by the Council of the Library Assistants’ 
Association to consider the position of women assistants, and now 
that temporary war-time assistants have left the Profession, it 
seems most desirable that such a Committee should be revived in 
order to further the interests of those women who remain in it. 
I have reason to believe that the L.A.A. Council is prepared to 
again appoint a Women’s Committee, if we show any desire for 
one, and that suggestions or offers of help for the formation of such 
a Committee from women in the Profession will be welcomed by 
that body.—-Yours very sincerely, Worker. 
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TO INSTITUTIONS, LIBRARIANS & OTHERS. 


Journals of the House of Lords 


1817-1868, 49 vols. (large edition), 1869-1884 (1871, 1875, 
1878, and 1879 missing), 11 vols. (small edition) ; also 4 vols. 
General Index, period 1509-1833 (incomplete): also | vol. 
Calendar of the Journals 1808-1826; and | vol. Index to 
Rolls of Parliament 1278-1503. Total 66 vols. 


Journals of the House of Commons 


Vols. | to 140. Years 1547-1885 (except vols. 13, 43, 83, 86. 
87, 88, and 90). ‘Total 133 vols. and General Index in 7 


vols. to same. 
Bindings worn, otherwise in good condition. What offers > 


T. A. ROSS. ESQ., 
Secretary of St. Stephen’s Club, Westminster, S.W. 


Grafton & Co.’s Antiquarian Department. 


We have a large stock of English and Foreign Books and shall pe pleased to send 
catalogues on application. We have special facilities for obtaining books, and Librarians 
should scnd lists of wants to us. Catalogue V. p.p. 16, nearly ready. 


READY SHORTLY. 


PRICE—£1: 1s. net before publication. 
£1: 5s. net after publication. Postage 9d. 


MANUAL OF LIBRARY 
ECONOMY, 


BY THE LATE 


JAMES DUFF BROWN. 


Third and Memorial Edition, Revised and much Enlarged 
BY 


W. C. BERWICK SAYERS. 


With Illustrations, Forms, Tables, Bibliographies, etc. 
In a handsome demy 8vo volume, cloth, gilt. 


GRAFTON & Co., Coptic House, London,W.C. 1. 


Printed by Prixrixnc-Ceart, Lrp., London and Mansfield, and Published fA the 
Proprietors by Grarron & Co., 8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C. 1. 
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